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SUBJECT: DEATHS OF POLITICAL DETAINEES 

REF: STATE 310256 

1 . EMBASSY HAS SPOKEN WITH SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE OF 
RACE RELATIONS (SAIRR) AND "RAND DAILY MAIL" (RDM) ON 
DISCREPANCY IN REPORTING NUMBERS OF DEATHS IN DETENTION. 

AFTER GOING OVER DIFFERENT REPORTS NAME BY NAME, IT IS 
CONSENSUS THAT SAIRR REPORT IS ACCURATE. RDM ADMITS THAT 
ITS REPORTING IS BASED ON SAIRR PUBLICATIONS. WHEN SAIRR 
POINTED OUT THAT THREE PERSONS MENTIONED ON A LIST IT 

GAVE THE RDM IN SEPTEMBER WERE, AFTER FURTHER INVESTIGATION, 

NOT SECURITY BUT RATHER CRIMINAL DETAINEES, RDM RELENTED. 

THESE THREE PERSONS ARE AN "UNKNOWN BLACK MAN" WHO DIED 
OCT. 16, 1976; EDWARD MZOLO, DIED OCT. 9, 1976; AND 
TWASIFONE JOYI, DIED FEB. 15, 1977. 

2. SAIRR POINTED OUT TO EMBASSY THAT IT IS DIFFICULT 
TO ALWAYS TELL THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SECURITY 
DETAINEES AND AWAITING-TRIAL PRISONERS. CERTAIN 
RECENT DEATHS FELL INTO LATTER CATEGORY BUT WERE 
DEFINITELY "POLITICAL SUSPECTS" ACCORDING TO SAIRR. 

THESE INCLUDE THE THREE ABOVE AS WELL AS JACOB 
MASHABANE, DIED OCT. 5, 1976; FENUAL MOGATUSI, DIED 
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SEPT. 28, 1976; AND MZUKISI NOBHADULA, DIED DEC. 20, 

1977 (PRETORIA 7057). FURTHER TO THIS, SAIRR WAS 
"SHOCKED" AT NUMBER OF AWAITING-TRIAL PRISONERS 
WHO SEEM TO HAVE NO POLITICAL CONNECTIONS WHO DIE 
IN DETENTION. IT SHOWED EMBASSY RECORDS THAT 117 
SUCH DETAINEES DIED IN 1976 ALONE AND HAD CLIPPINGS 
ON AT LEAST 26, SOME WHITE, WHO HAVE DIED IN 1977. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

(COPIES OF THESE DOCUMENTS AND CLIPPINGS, PLUS 

SAIRR'S PUBLICATION "DETENTION WITHOUT TRIAL IN SOUTH AFRICA" 

WILL BE POUCHED TO AF/S.) 

3. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ABOVE, THE DEFINITIVE FIGURE 
ON SECURITY ACT DETAINEE DEATHS SINCE 1963 IS 42. 

THIS INCLUDES STEVE BIKO AND THE MOST RECENT DEATH, 

BONAVENTURA SIPHO MALAZA (PRETORIA 6253 AND 6422) 

WHICH WAS NOT INCLUDED IN PREVIOUS SAIRR ACCOUNT. 

4. BAKER INQUIRY ON PETER JONES HAS BEEN RESPONDED TO 
IN CAPE TOWN 0005. BOWDLER 
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